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ever, done no more than drive them southward or
hold them in check. They had not driven them
from the country entirely, but left them to be-
come slowly attached to the soil, and a genuine
portion of the population. The origin of the
Chaldeans is obscure, but some facts concerning
them may be considered as fairly well known.
They invaded Babylonia from the south, coming
from the neighborhood of the Persian Gulf.
Whence they had come into the Sea Lands at
that point is nearly as well known by a process of
elimination. They could not have come from
Elam; and they must therefore be settlers from
Arabia. From what part of that old home land
of Semites they had come is not known. It is,
however, clear that they were Semites. They bore
Semitic names, as far as any of their names are
known to us, and they readily adapted themselves
to Semitic customs, whether of religion, govern-
ment, or social life. Their appearance in Baby-
lonia was at an early date, and they had gradually
spread in scattered communities over a considera-
ble portion of the country, both north and south.
In this they form a close parallel to the Ararnco-
ans, who belonged, indeed, to the same general
wave of migration as themselves, and had early
proved dangerous neighbors to the Assyrians.

The chief stronghold of the Chaldeans was the
territory known as the Sea Lands. This country
was somewhat larger than the alluvial lands about
the mouths of the rivers, as it apparently included